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SUMMARY

Key Points

• A P2X3 receptor 

antagonist is being 

developed by Merck & 

Co. for the treatment 

of chronic cough

• Received its first 

approval on 20 

January 2022 in Japan

• Approved for use in 

refractory or 

unexplained chronic 

cough
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Gefapixant: First Approval

Markham, A. Drugs. 2022. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40265-022-01700-8

Gefapixant: Adis 
Evaluation

Summary
Gefapixant (Lyfnua®; Merck & Co.) is a first-in-
class, non-narcotic, selective P2X3 receptor 
antagonist being developed for the treatment of 
refractory chronic cough or unexplained chronic 
cough. 

Marketing approval for gefapixant is being sought 
in the EU and USA, and the drug was recently 
approved for marketing in Japan as treatment for 
refractory or unexplained chronic cough. This 
article summarizes the milestones in the 
development of gefapixant leading to this first 
approval.
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